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People projected to be 
covered in rural U.S. by 
July 20223 Million

We partner with equipment makers, internet and 
energy access providers, and local entrepreneurs to 
make affordable broadband access a reality for 
unserved communities around the world.

Airband Initiative mission -
connect the unconnected



Airband efforts in Washington State
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Last Mile: The final connectivity leg 
between the internet service 
provider (ISP) and the customers
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Existing and Emerging Technologies
Fiber
Fiber massification and backhaul

LTE (Long term evolution)
Urban and Rural, Licensed/Unlicensed, Wireless 

CBRS (Citizen Broadband Radio Service), Wi-Fi 6
Urban, Licensed/Unlicensed, Wireless

Wired/Wireless 

+

Enterprise/consumer 

5G
Urban, Licensed, Wireless

TVWS (Television White Spaces) and Mid Band (3.5GHz, 5.8GHz)
Rural and urban, Unlicensed, Wireless 

Satellite
LEO (Low Earth Orbit) such as Starlink (SpaceX), OneWeb, Kuiper (Amazon).

Technology selection depends on use cases, coverage, and capacity requirements



Questions?



To learn more, visit microsoft.com/airband or email
vickie.robinson@microsoft.com

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/airband
mailto:vickie.robinson@microsoft.com
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